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Perkins explains

Dr. H. Wesley Perkins, a pro-
fessor at Hobart apd William
Smith College in New York, said
he believes thar by ¢learing up
misconceptions regarding aleohol

andt drug abits. problerm: oF al-
wbed shasa on vailege campuses
and in high schoory apgd iy
figh whuoly asif fecrrase,
Perkdn shered his stadies nn the
uhject dyring his presentabicn en
Tharsday, Nov. § jp Leffler
Chapet and Performance Center.

According to Perkins, ificre pee
raany drug and aicoho) Preventive
Strategies available (o students,
but none of (hem are tetping to
reduce these problems, Hig theory
8 that perceptions drive Staden(
behavior. If students belieye that
everyone slse iz drinking or do-

they may think it js notmal or ex- joﬁlyofmeirpecrsmcsingmugs
pected, Perkins said. This is what or alcohol at » higher rate, (ere-
tie defines foteﬂwywil!feeltheneedtodo
the same i ander to keep up,
Perkins, who hag iaught at
Hobart and William Smith Coj-
lege for mate than 20 years. has
eCeiVed many ewards berming of
Lot abusers ey decreave Thiz  jug ARGV, 1 1992 e wpy &ardeyd
Frreess b cailed “3aviat sonuing " Hobart and Willam SMRith’s fuc-
Campuses that have SaEpuned oty prze ond in 1907 hereceiyed
e g ywiag RURLGT philosophy  he same prize for outstanding
=AVESCER S5 men 3 as 428 percen|  work in reducing eloefiol abuse
ueczense in binge drinking rutes, Amog aludents. Amang other
Perkins said. If sidents are PIo-  ochievements. Perkins is the
vided with accarate staristics. mis-  project director of the Alcohol

theories of socig] norming

tistics that will reveaf o studenis
the reality of the situation, the ac-

laal percentape of drug apet aleg-

Perldns said studenss ‘false perceptions may drive behavior.

With his expertise in social
enbol aud drugs noj anly exist on psychology and substance abuse,

menls eamed him the Qutsiand- Oue student who was in atten-
ing drugs, they will feel as jf they college enmpuses, but in junder  ihe work of Perkins has been pub- ing Service Award in 1999 bythe dance, freshman Amy Rowe,
have to do the same in order to it high and high school as well, ac-  tished in many professional jour.  Network of Colfeges and Univer. agreed with Perkins's beliefs say-
in. cording (o Perkins. i siudents are gl and e fras also served as 5 sittes Committed (v the Elimina- ing. “I think dispelling the myth
Because their peers are pa- ot exposed to the facts, they will  consuliant o drug abuse agencies.  tion of Alcoho] and Other Drug ~ would be helpful in decreasing
Ucipating in this kind of behavior, cantinue to believe (hat the ma. Additionally, his accomplish- Abuse, pressure students mighi feel
Julia Smith Eees I
campus, bath inside and outside the  deps i the OT depariment, who = wel] as OT faculty members, Students to bave & centralized The crowd then sal in the dark, the
clargroom. She was a member of  area“closekniy group,” also spoke came aut o speak with cfergy mem. place™ 1o share stories about Smith, only light in the room emanating
(he percussion ensemble, Habitat  with Sagar, bers. Piscitelli said she saw differ-  ang “share heing with each other™ from the farge cande,
l’orHummxd!eSludmoccupn- Addi!icnaﬂy.smne()’l'studems i reactions fram those who were The crowd, whichcunsinedufap- No matter how students decide
tional Therapy Association (SOTA)  afso requested to speak withmem- i attendance, proximately 45 30smudents, fac- (o deal with Smith's naecina
and Clrcle K. Stnith has also been  bers of the clergy. As a , 8 “For the most part, Grobahly  wime - o)
& participant in the “Ino the Streets” e s



